
Sister 
Nancy Harris 
Peter 

Sister  
Ellen Keats 
Annaliese W 

Sister  
Florence Casson 

Matthew 

Sister Mona Tait 
Kamiah 

Sister Lorna Fairweather 
Kiera 

 

Matron  
Irene Drummond 

Katrina 

Sister  
Mary  
Cuthbertson 
‘Beth’ 
Tim 

Sister  
Janet Kerr 
Jenny P 

Sister Elaine  
Balfour– Ogilvy 
Lucy-Anne 

Sister Esther Stewart 
‘Stewie’ 

Madelaine 

Sister  
Minnie Hodgson 

Jennifer 

Sister Rosetta Wight 
Morgan 

Sister 
 Dorothy Elmes 

‘Buddy’ 
Mrs Dhu 

Sister Florence 
Salmon 
David 

Sister Alma Beard 
Kelli-anne 

Sister  
Clarice Halligan 
‘Clair’ 
Linden 

Sister Peggy Farmaner 
Clair 

Sister  
Kathleen Neuss 
‘Kath’ 
Michael 

Sister  
Ada Bridge 

‘Joyce’ 
Mr Shaw 

Sister  
Mary McGlade 
Mr Goodwin 

Sister  
Bessie Wilmott 
Mrs Cameron 

Nurses who were massacred on Radji Beach, Banka Island - 16/2/1942 
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The Spirit of Anzac Tour group will honour the 
memory of these nurses and also the bravery  of 

Sister Vivian Bullwinkle. 
Each tour member will lay a poppy to remember  

an individual nurse.  

On 13 February, 1942, 65 nurses of the Aust Army Nurses Service boarded the 
SS Vyner Brooke. They were last Australian nurses to be evacuated before the 
fall of Singapore. Over 200 people were aboard the Vyner Brooke when it was 
sunk by Japanese air attacks off the coast of Sumatra on 14 February. 
Twelve nurses, including Matron Olive Paschke, were killed in the attack or 
drowned in the aftermath of the sinking. 
A group of 22 nurses, in the company of British soldiers, eventually reached the 
shore of Radji Beach on nearby Banka Island. On 16 February, a group of  
Japanese soldiers arrived on the beach and took the group into captivity.  The 
men were separated and taken out of sight and bayoneted.  On their return, the 
Japanese ordered the nurses to walk into the water and machined gunned them.  
Sister Vivian Bullwinkle was the only survivor. Her testimony, in part, states: 
“They came back and cleaned their rifles and bayonets in front of us and then lined us 

up and signed to us to march into the sea. 
Then they started machine gunning from behind.  Matron Drummond, Sister Casson and 

Sister Wright were killed before they reached the water’s edge. 
The rest of us got quite a distance out to sea, nearly up to our waists, before any of the 
bullets hit us.  I was just towards the end of the line, and the bullet that hit me struck me 

at the waist line and just went straight through …  
They all knew what was going to happen to them, but no-one panicked: they just 

marched ahead with their chins up.” 

Service organised and conducted by: 
 

Lucy-Anne Gray 
Katrina Mandryk 

Rebecca Van Moolenbroek 
Annaliese Wohlfahrt 

Mallory English 
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Sister Millicent Dorsch - ‘Millie’ 
Jack 

Sister Kathleen Kinsella 
Alex 

Sister Lavinia Russell 
Josh 

Sister Caroline Ennis 
Annalise R 

Sister Marjorie Schuman - ‘Schuie’ 
Andrew 

Sister Mona Wilton 
Sarah 

Sister Gladys McDonald - ‘Mac’ 
Brendan 

Sister Mary Clarke 
Lachlan 

Sister Louvinia Bates 
Kate 

Sister Ellenor Calnan - ‘Cal’ 
Nicole 

Matron Olive Paschke 
‘Dorothy’ 

Mallory / Rebecca 

Sister Annie Trenerry 
‘Merle’ 

Mrs Boyle 

Nurses who died as a result of the sinking of the Vyner Brooke 14/2/1942 


